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powerful influence by ftr towards the preservation than
they have towards the destruction of life.

We see, then, that even when we can prove that an
orb in space is so circumstanced that no life could by
any possibility exist upon its surface; if it wei?e the
scene of a fierce and destructive turmoil, one moment
of which would suffice to destroy every living creature
now existing upon the earth; if its whole mass were
heated to a degree a thousandfold more intense than
that of the fiercest heat we know of; if its surface were
bound in a cold compared with which our arctic frosts
wogld seem like tropical heat; or even if the most rapid
alternation of these extremes took place upon and
within it; even then we could not conclude that the
principal purpose for which the Almighty had created
it had not been the support of life, either in long past
ages, or in ages yet to come. And lastly though we
* could safely assert of any celestial object, that neither
now, nor at any past or future time, could it serve as
fche abode of living creatures, yet we are Jed by
terrestrial Analogies to the conclusion that it has yet
been created to support life in other ways. So that
those very orbs, of which it seems safest to assert that
they are, have ever been, and must ever remain un-
inhabited,* speak to us, no less strongly than those
which appear best suited for habitation, of the existence
of other worlds than ours.
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